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Abstract 
Islamic Religious Education (PAI) plays a crucial role in shaping students' 

character and spirituality, as well as equipping them with practical skills 

useful in community life. Among these crucial skills, the embalming of the 

body—a collective obligation (fardhu kifayah) in Islam—is rarely taught in- 

depth in schools. Beyond providing religious knowledge, this skill also 

strengthens students' sense of social responsibility within the Muslim 

community. This community service program aims to improve the 

understanding and skills of students at Muhammadiyah 25 Pamulang High 

School in carrying out embalming of the body through Participatory Action 

Research (PAR)-based training. The PAR approach allows students to 

actively engage in practical learning, where they not only learn theory but 

also practice each stage of embalming the body, from washing and 

shrouding to burial, in accordance with Islamic law. The training results 

show a significant increase in students' skills and understanding, as well as 

an increased awareness of their social responsibility as members of the 

Muslim community. In addition to improving the quality of Islamic 

Religious Education (PAI) learning, this program serves as a model for 

applicable and participatory education, which is expected to be continuously 

integrated into the school curriculum. By providing hands-on experience 

and understanding of religious obligations, this training equips students with 

valuable life skills and prepares them to actively contribute to society, in 

accordance with core Islamic values. The program also demonstrates the 

potential of a PAR-based approach to creating a sustainable and impactful 

model of religious education in schools.  

  

Keywords: Islamic Religious Education, Funeral Services, Fardhu Kifayah, 

Participatory Action Research (PAR) 
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Islamic Religious Education (PAI) is an integral part of Indonesia's national education 

system, strategically shaping the character, morals, and spiritual awareness of students. 

PAI aims not only to instill a conceptual understanding of religion but also to develop 

practical skills relevant to social life. One such practical skill with high spiritual and social 

value is the burial of the body, a series of actions that include washing, shrouding, praying, 

and burying the body according to Islamic law (Pahrudin, 2017). This practice is 

considered a fardhu kifayah, a collective obligation of Muslims, which, if not carried out 

by some, will result in the entire Muslim community being responsible for its sins 

(Bukhori, 2015; Sadat, 2011). 

Despite its importance, the aspect of funeral arrangements remains under-recognized in 

formal education, particularly at the high school level. The Islamic Religious Education 

curriculum tends to focus more on cognitive and conceptual aspects, often marginalizing 

the learning of practical skills such as these (Effendi, 2023). Consequently, many students 

experience a skill gap in social-communal religious practices. Active involvement in 

funeral arrangements can foster a profound spiritual awareness and foster empathy, 

solidarity, and social responsibility (Maryam et al., 2016; Rahmawati et al., 2024). 

This phenomenon underpins the need for corpse handling training as part of optimizing 

Islamic Religious Education ( PAI) in schools, particularly at SMA Muhammadiyah 25 

Pamulang. This training aims not only to improve students' religious literacy but also to 

instill comprehensive Islamic values through hands-on practice. The training program 

utilizes a Participatory Action Research (PAR) approach, emphasizing active student 

participation in a reflective, collaborative, and action-oriented learning process (Galletta 

et al., 2019 ). 

The PAR approach is highly relevant for practice-based training such as corpse handling, 

as it encourages students' direct involvement in learning activities that are not only 

theoretical but also practical. In this context, students not only learn the Islamic 

jurisprudence (fiqh) laws regarding corpses but also gradually put them into practice 

through simulations and field practice activities. This approach aligns with Morales' 

(2016) view that PAR is effective in enhancing professional capacity and active 

participation in educational contexts. 

Various previous studies have shown that training in religious skills, such as corpse 

management, significantly impacts students' religious understanding and character 

development. Research by Ainiyah et al. (2023) demonstrated that corpse management 

training in Islamic boarding schools (pesantren) can improve students' competence and 

spiritual awareness in carrying out socio-religious functions. Similarly, Astuti et al. 

(2022) emphasized the importance of strengthening corpse management at the community 

level as part of Islamic-based community empowerment. 

From the perspective of Islamic educational philosophy, this training reflects an integral 

and transformative approach. Islamic education not only directs students toward mastery 

of religious knowledge but also toward internalizing values based on exemplary behavior, 

practical practice, and social transformation (Apriliansah & Faridi, 2024; Asy'ari, 2014). 

The funeral preparation training provides a strategic platform for realizing the vision of 

Islamic education as a process of developing complete human beings ( insān kāmil ) 

capable of benefiting themselves and their environment. 

Furthermore, this training program also strengthens collaboration between schools, 

families, and the community. In the spirit of communal education, this training not only 

educates students as individuals but also as members of society with social responsibilities 

to their fellow believers. Research by Humaidi et al. (2024) emphasizes the importance 
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of cross-institutional collaboration in providing education based on the real-life 

experiences of Muslims, such as funeral arrangements, as a form of collective worship 

that strengthens Islamic brotherhood. 

The implementation of this training also takes into account the psychological aspects of 

the students. According to Rohimah et al. (2024), good Islamic education must address 

the psychological dimensions of students, including emotional readiness and internal 

motivation to understand the holistic meanings of worship. Activities related to the dead 

are often considered emotionally taxing, so a wise and compassionate approach is 

necessary to enable students to participate in these activities comfortably and 

meaningfully.  

Within this framework, this community service is designed to address the current needs 

of Islamic education, particularly in the context of secondary schools. The funeral 

preparation training program implemented at Muhammadiyah 25 Pamulang High School 

aims to: (1) improve students' understanding of the concept of fardhu kifayah in Islam; 

(2) hone students' practical skills in funeral preparation procedures; and (3) strengthen 

students' social and spiritual awareness as a provision for living in society. With a PAR 

approach, this program is expected to become a model for Islamic Religious Education 

(PAI) learning practices that are more participatory, transformative, and contextual. Thus, 

the optimization of Islamic Religious Education does not only stop at cognitive 

understanding, but extends to the formation of character and real competencies in 

religious life.  

 

Literature Review 
 

Islamic Religious Education (PAI) plays a strategic role in shaping religious 

understanding, character, and spiritual competence in secondary school students. 

Several previous studies have emphasized that strengthening PAI can be achieved 

through various learning methods, such as classroom-based teaching, instilling moral 

values, and integrating religious activities and daily worship (Suryani, 2019; Fauzi, 

2020). These studies focused on the cognitive and affective aspects of students' 

understanding of religious teachings, but have not yet addressed the implementation of 

PAI through practical, practical skills that are applicable and contextual, such as funeral 

preparation. 

In this context, the funeral preparation training at Muhammadiyah 25 Pamulang High 

School represents an innovation in optimizing Islamic Religious Education (PAI) that 

differs from previous studies. This training not only emphasizes theoretical knowledge 

of Islamic jurisprudence (fiqh) laws related to burial and funeral procedures, but also 

provides students with hands-on practical experience. This enables them to understand 

religious values, social responsibility, empathy, and concern for others in a concrete 

way, while fostering a deeper moral and spiritual awareness. 

Previous literature tends to emphasize the integration of Islamic Religious Education 

(PAI) values into the formal curriculum through conventional methods, such as 

classroom learning, lectures, and discussions (Hidayat, 2018; Rahman, 2021). Unlike 

this study, the approach of corpse handling training offers a context of real-life 

experiences, enabling religious education to be not only theoretical but also applicable 

and transformative. This aligns with the experiential learning paradigm, which enables 

students to internalize religious values through direct practice. 

Thus, this research on optimizing Islamic Religious Education (PAI) through funeral 

preparation training presents a new contribution to the literature on Islamic education, 
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demonstrating that concrete spiritual practice experiences can enhance students' 

religious understanding, social skills, and character development more effectively than 

conventional PAI learning methods. This approach opens up opportunities for 

developing a PAI curriculum that is more applicable, relevant, and responsive to the real 

needs of secondary school students. 
 

Implementation Method 

This community service activity uses the Participatory Action Research (PAR) 

approach, a research model that integrates concrete actions and active participation from 

the participants, in this case the students and Islamic Religious Education teachers at 

SMA Muhammadiyah 25 Pamulang. This approach was chosen because it aligns with 

the practical, reflective, and transformative characteristics of the funeral preparation 

training ( Galletta et al., 2019). The PAR model emphasizes not only the achievement 

of training outcomes but also the involvement of participants as subjects who contribute 

to determining the process, from problem identification and activity design to outcome 

evaluation ( Clark et al., 2022). This process strengthens a sense of ownership and social 

responsibility in Islamic Religious Education learning. 

The implementation of this activity is carried out in four main stages: (1) Participatory 

Planning, (2) Action Implementation, (3) Observation and Documentation, and (4) Joint 

Reflection. In the planning stage, the community service team coordinates with the 

school and Islamic Religious Education teachers to prepare training materials and 

identify students ' learning needs. The training materials are prepared based on Islamic 

jurisprudence references and corpse handling practices that comply with sharia 

standards.  

The implementation phase includes face-to-face training in the form of lectures, 

demonstrations, and live simulations on the procedures for bathing, shrouding, praying, 

and burying the body. The learning strategy employed is based on a practice- based 

Islamic education approach and spiritual values. The training is delivered interactively, 

involving students as the primary actors to effectively internalize Islamic spiritual 

values such as caring, cleanliness, and social responsibility (Delisa et al., 2024; Maryam 

et al., 2016).  

Data collection methods were conducted through participant observation, activity 

documentation, and semi-structured interviews with participants and teachers to capture 

changes in students' understanding, skills, and attitudes after participating in the training 

(Morales, 2016). In addition, a reflective questionnaire was also administered to 

evaluate the cognitive, affective, and psychomotor aspects of participants based on the 

Islamic learning taxonomy. Data were analyzed qualitatively through a descriptive-

analytical approach by following the steps of data reduction, data presentation, and 

drawing conclusions as developed by Miles & Huberman. This analysis was used to 

assess the effectiveness of the training in optimizing Islamic Religious Education 

learning in the realm of socio-religious practices. 

The results of this activity are measured not only by the students' technical success in 

embalming the body, but also by increasing spiritual and social awareness as part of the 

integrative mission of Islamic Religious Education. Therefore, this community service 

is expected to become a model for Islamic Religious Education learning practices that 

are applicable, contextual, and have a long-term impact on developing students' 

character and life skills.  
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Results and Discussion 

 

Results 

 

The funeral preparation training held at Muhammadiyah 25 Pamulang High School is part 

of an effort to optimize Islamic Religious Education (PAI), which focuses not only on 

cognitive aspects but also on affective and psychomotor aspects of students. This training 

was held four times over four weeks from November to December 2024 with 58 

participants. Based on the results of participatory observations, in-depth interviews, and 

documentation during the activity, it was found that this program had a significant impact 

on improving students' understanding of fardhu kifayah and strengthening their social and 

spiritual awareness in community life.  

In general, students' initial understanding of corpse preparation procedures is still limited. 

The majority of participants are only familiar with the shrouding and burial stages, while 

the process of washing and praying for the corpse is not yet fully understood. This aligns 

with findings (Ainiyah et al., 2023; Astuti et al., 2022; Bukhori, 2015), which indicate 

that formal education rarely teaches these skills in practice. However, as explained by 

Sadat (2011), corpse preparation is a collective obligation of Muslims that should be 

mastered by some members of the community. 

This training program was implemented using a Participatory Action Research (PAR) 

approach, which allows students to become not only objects of learning but also active 

actors in designing, implementing, and reflecting on the training process. This method 

refers to the guidelines of Galletta et al. (2019), which emphasize the importance of 

actively involving students to foster a sense of ownership and responsibility in learning. 

Morales (2016) also emphasized that the PAR approach is highly effective in the context 

of participants ' professional and social development, including in religious education. 

The training results showed a significant increase in cognitive aspects in the form of 

understanding of fardhu kifayah and procedures for handling corpses. This is evident 

from the results of individual and group understanding evaluations which showed an 

increase in the average score from 58 (pre-training) to 88 (post-training). In the 

psychomotor aspect, specifically the students' ability to practice the process of washing, 

shrouding, and praying for the corpse according to Islamic law, there was an increase in 

the average score from 60 (pre-training) to 92 (post-training) based on the results of 

individual and group practical evaluations. This finding is supported by the results of 

research by Maryam et al. (2016), which showed that fardhu kifayah training effectively 

shaped students' social-communal character through direct practical activities. 

From the social attitude aspect, there was an increase in students' awareness of social 

responsibility towards religious and humanitarian obligations from an average score of 

66 (pre-training) to 94 (post-training). Meanwhile, from the spiritual attitude aspect, there 

was an increase in students' awareness of the inevitability of death and the importance of 

doing good deeds for the afterlife from an average score of 65 (pre-training) to 97 (post-

training). Many participants stated that they better understood the importance of the 

presence of Muslims in the management of the corpse as a form of social solidarity and 

the importance of competing to do good deeds for the afterlife. These findings are in line 

with Humaidi et al. (2024) and Hidayat (2024) who emphasized that Islamic educational 

values such as cooperation, compassion, and social responsibility can be formed through 

spiritual experience-based learning.  
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Figure 1. Graph of Increase in Corpse Handling Training Scores  

 

Furthermore, from the perspective of integrating Islamic Religious Education (PAI) 

values into the curriculum, this training also serves as concrete evidence that Islamic 

education practices can be adapted to philosophical and strategic approaches. As 

explained by Apriliansah et al. (2024) and Mahariah et al. (2021), Islamic education not 

only addresses normative teachings but also shapes students' character and social skills. 

In this context, the funeral training serves as a medium for actualizing the teachings of 

monotheism, brotherhood, and trustworthiness, not merely theoretical. 

The training method used combines a demonstrative approach, reflective discussion, 

and group simulations. This strategy aligns with the principles of contextual learning in 

religious education proposed by Effendi (2023) and Rozali et al. (2023), which argue 

that students more easily understand Islamic teachings when directly exposed to real-

life practices. During the training, students are divided into work groups to practice each 

stage of funeral preparation, from preparing equipment and cleaning the body 

(simulation), shrouding the body, and simulating the funeral prayer.  

Methodologically, a descriptive qualitative approach was used to evaluate the results of 

this activity. Observations were conducted during the practical activities, while 

interviews were conducted with 10 participants and 2 Islamic Religious Education (PAI) 

teachers to identify their perceptions and experiences during the training. Data analysis 

utilized data reduction, categorization, and triangulation techniques according to the 

Miles & Huberman model. The analysis confirmed that the PAR approach used was 

able to improve not only skills but also a deeper awareness of students' spiritual values.  

Thus, this training demonstrates that optimizing Islamic religious education can be 

achieved through participatory learning methods that are applicable and possess high 

spiritual value. In addition to equipping students with relevant life skills, this training 

also strengthens the role of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) in character development 

and social service, in line with the goals of comprehensive Islamic education. 

Islamic Religious Education (PAI) plays a strategic role in shaping students' character 

and spirituality, particularly in Islamic-based schools such as Muhammadiyah 25 

Pamulang High School. One important aspect of Islamic education that rarely receives 

attention in formal educational practices is the burial of the body. According to Sadat 

(2011), the burial of the body is a form of fardhu kifayah, a collective obligation in 

Islamic teachings that must be fulfilled by a portion of the community. If no one 

Peningkatan Aspek Kognitif, 

Peningkatan Aspek Peningkatan 
Aspek Peningkatan Sikap 
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performs it, then all Muslims in the community will bear the sin. This obligation 

encompasses a series of processes, from bathing and shrouding the body, praying for 

the deceased, to burying the body in accordance with Islamic law. Therefore, it is 

important for Muslims, including the younger generation, to understand and be able to 

carry out the burial of the body as part of their social and spiritual responsibilities in 

community life.  

This community service activity aims to fill this gap by integrating practical training in 

corpse handling into the Islamic Religious Education (PAI) learning process in an 

applied manner. As emphasized by Hidayat (2024), the integration of Islamic values in 

education must be realized through direct experiences that strengthen students' 

character. Therefore, this training is not only a transfer of knowledge but also a 

transformation of attitudes and values. By actively involving students in religious 

practices such as corpse handling, they not only understand Islamic teachings 

theoretically but also internalize them in real life. 

This training activity uses a Participatory Action Research (PAR) approach, which 

positions students not merely as training objects but as active subjects throughout the 

learning process. Galletta and Torre (2019) emphasize that the PAR approach is highly 

effective in educational contexts because it allows for critical reflection, collaboration, 

and concrete action. Morales (2016) adds that PAR is suitable for use in professional 

development, including teacher and student education, due to its democratic nature and 

orientation toward social change. With this approach, the mortuary training becomes a 

learning space that empowers and directly shapes students' social and spiritual 

awareness.  

In this corpse preparation training, students are directly involved in the stages of corpse 

preparation, from bathing and shrouding to offering prayers and burial. These activities 

are not merely symbolic but are structured based on a practical curriculum that 

references guidebooks such as Bukhori's (2015) and the community service results of 

Ainiyah et al. (2023), which demonstrate that these skills can be taught systematically 

and effectively to adolescents. This direct involvement also aims to foster a deep 

spiritual experience and social responsibility in the students. 

Furthermore, this training reinforces social values such as responsibility, empathy, and 

caring for others. This aligns with the findings of Maryam et al. (2016) who 

demonstrated that fardhu kifayah training in a school context can strengthen students' 

social responsibility. Research by Humaidi et al. (2024) also demonstrated that corpse 

management can be a collaborative learning medium involving the wider community, 

strengthening social bonds and Islamic values. Within the context of an Islamic 

educational approach, this training also emphasizes the importance of using methods 

appropriate to the development of students. Apriliansah et al. (2024) and Asy'ari (2014) 

suggest the application of methods that are not only cognitive, but also affective and 

psychomotor. These methods are implemented in training through a demonstrative 

approach, hands-on practice, and reflection on the spiritual values contained in each 

stage of the burial process.  

This training also strengthens the effectiveness of the Islamic Religious Education (PAI) 

curriculum through an integrative approach. Effendi (2023) stated that the development 

of a modern Islamic Religious Education (PAI) curriculum must be responsive to the 

needs of students and society, and include relevant practical competencies. By 

incorporating funeral rites as part of the learning content, this training bridges students' 

spiritual, social, and practical needs. From a psychological perspective, this training also 

has a positive impact on character development and students' emotional maturity. As 

stated by Rohimah et al. (2024), Islamic education linked to real - life experiences has 
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great potential in creating a balance between students' cognitive, affective, and spiritual 

aspects. A similar finding was also found by Sofiani et al. (2024), who showed that 

understanding Islamic values can significantly develop students' emotional intelligence. 

During the activity, students demonstrated high levels of participation, and teachers 

stated that the training helped reinforce Islamic Religious Education (PAI) material 

contextually. This supports the view of Rozali et al. (2023) who stated that Islamic 

Religious Education learning will be more effective if accompanied by practical, 

contextual methods and a focus on life skills. Finally, this program demonstrated that 

mortuary preparation training not only optimizes Islamic religious education but also 

shapes students to be more spiritually and socially mature. This activity can be used as 

a model for curriculum development based on local wisdom and the needs of the Muslim 

community. With active student involvement through the PAR method and an Islamic 

values approach, this training demonstrates that religious education can be implemented 

in a transformative and applicable manner in the school environment.  

 

Conclusion 

 

The corpse-handling training conducted at Muhammadiyah 25 Pamulang High School 

has proven effective in optimizing Islamic Religious Education (PAI) learning 

holistically. Through a Participatory Action Research (PAR) approach, this activity was 

able to improve students' understanding, practical skills, and social awareness of one of 

the collective obligations in Islam, namely fardhu kifayah. This activity not only 

touched on cognitive aspects, but also built character values such as responsibility, 

empathy, and social solidarity. The integration of Islamic values into practical training 

makes religious education more applicable and contextual. In addition to enriching the 

learning process, this training also showed great potential to be used as a participatory 

learning model that can be adopted sustainably in the school curriculum. Thus, the 

corpse-handling training not only supports the objectives of the PAI curriculum but also 

serves as a strategic tool in developing students who are religious, socially competent, 

and ready to contribute actively to community life in accordance with the core values 

of Islamic teachings.  
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